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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING
Ezekiel 17:22-24
The Lord says this:
‘From the top of the cedar,
from the highest branch I will take a 
shoot and plant it myself on a very 
high mountain. I will plant it on the 
high mountain of Israel. It will 
sprout branches and bear fruit, and 
become a noble cedar. Every kind of 
bird will live beneath it, every 
winged creature rest in the shade of 
its branches. And every tree of the 
field will learn that I, the Lord, am 
the one who stunts tall trees and 
makes the low ones grow, who 
withers green trees and makes the 
withered green. I, the Lord, have 
spoken, and I will do it.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 91:2-3, 13-16
Lord it is good to give thanks to you.

SECOND READING
2 Corinthians 5:6-10
We are always full of confidence 
when we remember that to live in 
the body means to be exiled from the 

Lord, going as we do by faith and 
not by sight – we are full of 
confidence, I say, and actually want 
to be exiled from the body and make 
our home with the Lord. Whether we 
are living in the body or exiled from 
it, we are intent on pleasing him. For 
all the truth about us will be brought 
out in the law court of Christ, and 
each of us will get what he deserves 
for the things he did in the body, 
good or bad.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
The seed is the word of God, 
Christ is the sower; 
all who come to him will live forever.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Mark 4:26-34
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘This is 
what the kingdom of God is like. A 
man throws seed on the land. Night 
and day, while he sleeps, when he is 
awake, the seed is sprouting and 
growing; how, he does not know. 

Welcome to 
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KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
PARISH PRIEST
Fr Josy Sebastian (8382 1717; 
in  emergency - 0452 524 169)
Fr Roy John (8382 1717)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mrs Annette Roestenburg 
(8553 8281; rostie303@gmail.com)

(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Tuesday 
evening.)

MASS CENTRES 
• KINGSCOTE: Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help, Cnr Giles/Todd Sts 
Sunday - 9.30am

• PARNDANA: Uniting Church, 
Cook Street 
2nd and 4th Sunday - 2.30pm

• PENNESHAW: St Columba’s 
Anglican Church, Cnr North 
Terrace and Fourth Street 
1st Sunday - 2.00pm

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for our 
visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159
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1. Peace March on Palm Sunday 25th March 
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      IIPARISH NOTICES –17/06/18 
1. Thank you to all who helped out today. 

 
2. Next Sunday there will be Mass/liturgy.  
 
3.Confession is available every Sunday in 
Kingscote at 30 minutes before Mass.  

      
4.Ladies Gulid Meeting Monday 25th June at 
9.30am 

 
Would any one be interested in a movie night to 
see “The Shack”. Please express your interest 
by putting your name on the list at the back of 
the Church. 
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JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

Dorothy ‘Mardi’ Atktison, William ‘Bill’ Bauer, Shirley 
Black, Doris Bosanko, Norma ‘Aileen’ Cartel,Tony 
Cairney, William Christopher, Craig Feltus,  Mary 
Alice Grace, Benjamin Hayes, Henry Hughes, 
Sarah Hughes, Fr. P. P. Kelly, Alan Lashmar, Ann 
McAnnally, James McAnnally,  Lillian Murphy, 
Laurence O’Daly, Dean Page, Ruth Perkins, Molly 
Polly, Edna Rayson, Mary - Douglas Rosentreter, 
Henry Tabor, Michael Wilcox, Alice Willson, Brian 
Willson  and all the faithful departed  
 

 

 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please pray for Leonie Bald, Brooke Baker 
& Family, Sam Baynes,  Annemeike 
Berden, Marj and Jimmy Browne,Jill Buist, 
Denice Carter, Barry Dunn, Katerina Faist, 
Lloyd & Aileen Dodson & family, Jenny 
Fechner,Diane Florenance,Emma Fulwood, 
Roy Gaton, Charles & Sue Gorman,Hans 
Hendrix, John Lavers, Elijah & Magenta 
Laundy and family, Keith Lockett,Victor 
Marshal, Ben Martin, Janice Mills, Dianne 
McCarthy, Philip McDonald, Peter Murray, 
Max Moss, Darren Morris, Deidre Morrison, 
Mick Muller,Carmel Northcott, Rocco 
Nield,  Jack Pitcher, Margaret Rich,  
Anthony Roestenburg, Bill Roestenburg, 
Claudine Shelton, Darren Smith, John 
Smith, Peter Smith, Linda Tippett, 
Noelene Thomas Greg Turner, Patrick 
Walsh, Sr Margaret Wallace, Anthony 
Weatherstone, Rob Wilkinson and Gavin 
Willson. 

  May they know the healing love of Christ 
through our actions and His healing 
presence. 

            ***************** 
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Catholic  

Safe guarding our children and young 
people. 

Children have the right to be free from sexual 
abuse. 

We all want the best for our children and want to 
teach them right from wrong so they grow into 
caring and happy adults.  It is important however 
for adults to practise compassion and care as 
well as discipline, remembering that children are 
vulnerable and are harmed by cruel treatment. 
Children have the right to safety from violence of 
any kind as do adults.  Let us teach and guide our 
children gently and with love, just as God 
teaches and guides us with compassion, care and 
forgiveness. 
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STIRRING THE SMOLDERING 
ASHES OF OUR FAITH

Anyone who has ever watched a fire 
knows that at a point the flames 
subside and disappear into 
smoldering coals which themselves 
eventually cool and turn into cold, 
grey ash. But there’s a moment in 
that process, before they cool off, 
that the coals can be stirred so as to 
make them burst into flame again.

That’s the image St. Paul uses to 
encourage us rekindle the fires of 
our faith when they seem to be 
burning low: “I remind you to stir 
into flame the gift of God that was 
once given you.”  It’s a meaningful 
image. Our faith sometimes needs 
some stirring in its roots to make it 
alive and affective again. But how’s 
that to be done? How do we stir into 
flame again the fire of our faith?

We stir our faith back into flame by 
re-situating ourselves inside its roots. 
Despite the fact that faith is a divine 
gift, it can be helpful sometimes to 
journey back and examine what 
earthily forces helped plant the faith 
inside us.

Who and what helped give us faith? 
Of course, that’s a deeply personal 
question that each of us can only 
answer for himself or herself. For 
myself, when I try to go back and 
touch the roots of my faith a number 
of things come into focus.

First, there was the faith and witness 
of my parents, the critical piece. 
Faith was the most important thing 
in their lives and they did everything 
in their power to ensure that this was 
true too for us, their children. And 
their lives never belied their faith. 
That’s a strong witness and a gift of 
incalculable value.

Then there was the witness of my 
parish church, a rural, immigrant 
community, small enough so that 
everyone knew everyone else’s joys 

and sorrows and was able to share 
them in faith, even if not always in 
full neighborly warmth. It takes a 
village to raise a child, in my case it 
was a parish. As a boy growing up, I 
could glance around a church and 
see most everyone I knew, friend or 
not, all kneeling together in one 
faith. That’s a rarity today and no 
small gift.

Next came the dedication and faith 
witness of the Ursuline sisters who 
came into our rural community to 
teach in our public schools and were 
not only our best teachers 
academically but also catechized us. 
By the time I’d reached my teens, 
I’d memorized two catechisms and 
had a solid intellectual grasp of the 
tenets of my faith, a gift whose 
importance I recognized only later 
on.

Finally, and in a way that left deep, 
permanent roots in my soul, there 
was the voice of the God of my 
youth. During my youth, God’s 
voice was strong and clear inside 
me. Admittedly some of what I took 
to be God’s voice then was in 
actuality the voice of fear, timidity, 
tribalism, and what Freudians term 
the superego. But, that being 
admitted, God’s voice was there too, 
unavoidable, clear. I know that 
because much of my youthful fear, 
timidity, crass tribalism, and 
superego have long since departed, 
and the voice of the God of my 
youth remains inside me still.

However, now, sometimes that voice 
can be quite silent, and it can feel as 
simply the voice of the naiveté of my 
youth – Santa, the Easter Bunny, and 
Jesus – and not something that’s real 
anymore or indeed ever was really 
real. For me, as for everyone, faith-
wise, sometimes my imagination and 
affectivity simply run dry so that my 
preoccupations preclude God’s 

presence.  It’s then that I need to stir 
the seemingly smoldering coals of 
my faith by making a journey back 
to reground myself in the reality of 
my parents’ faith, in the reality of 
what branded my soul in our small 
parish community, in the reality of 
the witness and catechesis of the 
Ursuline sisters who taught me, and, 
not least, in that clear, deeply moral, 
divine voice that spoke inside me 
and guided me in my youth.

This kind of journey, I believe, can 
be helpful for most everybody, with 
one cautionary flag: The seeming 
silence of God in our lives as adults 
can in fact be a deeper modality of 
God’s presence rather than a sign of 
a deteriorating faith. The voice of 
God often seems clear in our youth 
but later on that clarity gives way to 
what the mystics call “dark nights of 
the soul”, where God’s seeming 
absence is not a question of a loss of 
faith but of a new, richer, less-
imaginative mode of God’s presence 
in our lives. Fervor is not always a 
sign of a deep faith, just as the 
seeming absence of God is not 
necessarily a sign of a weakening 
faith. God must be patiently waited 
for and will arrive in our lives only 
on God’s terms, not ours.

Even so, St. Paul’s advice remains: 
“I remind you to stir into flame the 
gift of God that was once given 
you.” 

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 
He is a community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the 
English-speaking world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty 
newspapers worldwide.
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Of its own accord the land produces 
first the shoot, then the ear, then the 
full grain in the ear. And when the 
crop is ready, he loses no time: he 
starts to reap because the harvest has 
come.’
He also said, ‘What can we say the 
kingdom of God is like? What 
parable can we find for it? It is like a 
mustard seed which at the time of its 
sowing in the soil is the smallest of 
all the seeds on earth; yet once it is 
sown it grows into the biggest shrub 
of them all and puts out big branches 
so that the birds of the air can shelter 
in its shade.’
Using many parables like these, he 
spoke the word to them, so far as 
they were capable of understanding 
it. He would not speak to them 
except in parables, but he explained 
everything to his disciples when they 
were alone.

 
DID YOU KNOW?

• Parables are very short stories with a 
double meaning. They act like 
metaphors and can be interpreted 
very broadly. To understand the 
parables of Jesus we must be 
attentive to both the literal and 
metaphorical language used. 

• The nearness of the kingdom (or 
reign) of God is the central plank of 
the teaching of Jesus in Mark’s 
Gospel. 

• The term ‘kingdom of God’ occurs 
only in the New Testament but 
similar expressions are found in the 
Old Testament. It refers to a time 
when God’s will would be done on 
Earth. 

• Matthew uses the term ‘kingdom of 
heaven’ as a way of avoiding the use 
of the sacred name of God.

EXPLORING THE WORD
 Parables provoke interpretation. They 
make us wonder what Jesus was 
referring to and what he really meant. 
At times, he is quite vague about the 
real meaning and his disciples are left 
wondering. Think for example of the 
parable of the Sower which Jesus must 

(Continued from page 1)REGULAR MASS TIMES IN
OUR CLUSTER CHURCHES

ALDINGA 
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and How Roads
Saturday 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.15am 

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

Sunday 9.00am
Wednesday 9.30am

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

Sunday 9.30am

NOARLUNGA
St Luke, the Evangelist, 

cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am

1st Sunday 11am (Spanish Mass)
2nd Sunday 2.00pm (Filipino Mass) 

Sunday (Youth Mass) 5.30pm
Monday 9.00am
Tuesday 9.00am  

Wednesday 7.30pm
Thursday 8.15am (St Luke’s)

Thursday 9.15am (St John’s - term time)
Friday 10.00am

NORMANVILLE
St Peter, Cape Jervis Road

1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10.30am
2nd, 4th Sundays 8.30am

1st Friday 6.00pm

PARNDANA
2nd, 4th Sunday 2.30pm

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace 

(shared with Anglicans)
1st Sunday 2.00pm

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

Grand Bvd
Sunday 10.45am

Wednesday 9.15am

VICTOR HARBOR
St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 11.00am
Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday (other than 1st) 9.00am
1st Friday 11.30am

WILLUNGA
St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street
1st, 3rd, 5th  Sundays 8.30am

2nd, 4th Sundays 10.30am
Wednesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am

later explain (Mk 4: 13-20). At other 
times, like the instances we have in 
this gospel reading, Jesus is quite 
explicit: he tells his hearers that he is 
talking about the kingdom of God. 
Even so, he must still explain his 
meaning to the disciples when he is 
alone with them. Unfortunately, Mark 
does not report for us what 
interpretation Jesus places on these 
parables. 
In the Old Testament, the imagery of 
the reign of God had an apocalyptic 
dimension; it was to come to fullness 
at the end times when the wicked 
would be punished and the faithful 
vindicated. Only then would there be 
a new heaven and a new Earth. The 
message in Mark’s Gospel however, 
is quite different. Jesus proclaims that  
the kingdom of God has already 
begun. It is among us now. ‘This is 
the time of fulfilment. The kingdom 
of God is at hand’ (Mk 1:15). Like the 
seed planted, it takes root and grows 
mysteriously into something much 
larger than itself. The kingdom or 
reign is a gracious gift from God 
brought near in Christ and demanding 
a response of faith from those who 
recognise the truth of his word. The 
kingdom offers a challenge; like the 
man who sowed the seed, we must be 
ready to cooperate in God’s work 
when the harvest time comes. 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(18 - 24 June)

• Monday, 18: Weekday, Ord Time 11 
(1Kg 21:1-16; Mt 5:38-42)

• Tuesday, 19: Weekday, Ord Time 11 
(1 Kg 21:17-29; Mt 5:43-48)

• Wednesday, 20: Weekday, Ord Time 
11 (2 Kg 2:1, 6-14; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18)

• Thursday, 21: St Aloysius (Sirach 
48:1-4; Mt 6:7-15)

• Friday, 22: Sts John Fisher and 
Thomas More (2 Kg 11:1-4, 918, 20; 
Mt 6:19-23)

• Saturday, 23: Weekday, Ord Time 11 
(2 Chr 24:17-25; Mt 6:24-34)

• Sunday 24: The NATIVITY of ST 
JOHN THE BAPTIST (Is 49:1-6; 
Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80)

PASTORAL CARE
If you (or someone you know) is house-bound, in hospital or in residential care and 

would appreciate a visit from a Priest or someone from the Parish, please let us know. 
Contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 

Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).
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